
The Environment (protection) Act, 1986 
 
Environmental Clearance/Consent for Establishment (CFE)/Consent for operation (CFO) 
from WB Pollution Control Board. 
 
To establish and to operate new MSME unit Clearance from West Bengal Pollution Control 
Board and environmental clearance whichever applicable from the concerned authority are 
required 
 
Environmental Clearance Process 
 

• As per notification of The Ministry of Environment & Forest (MOEF), Govt. of India 
environmental clearance is required for setting up any project listed in the schedule. 
 

• The schedule of new Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification provides the 
list of projects or activities requiring prior environmental clearance.  All the projects 
listed in the Notification are categorized in two broad impact categories, based on 
the extent of potential impacts and sensitivity of the candidate’s side. 

 
• As per environmental Act, 1986 listed 29 projects in respect of which EC needs to be 

obtained like petrochemicals, oil refineries, cement, thermal power plant, power 
drugs, fertilizer, dyes, paper etc. 

 
 
Consent to Establish (NOC) 
 
As per provisions of Water(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 and 
Air(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 all new intending projects(Developmental 
& Industrial) are required to obtain “Consent to Establish” (popularly termed as NOC) from 
State Pollution Control Board.  Depending upon the pollution and hazard potential of 
industrial activities, the Indus, the industries are categorized as red, orange, green and 
exempted.   There are sitting restrictions for red and orange  category of industries.  
Prospective entrepreneurs should take into account these restrictions while selecting land 
for their proposed industries. 

 
Consent to Establish (NOC) for new units 

 
[To be applied before setting up of industry and for expansion/upgradation of the industry] 

Application fee to be 
submitted at 

Green & Orange 
(Small Scale) 
 

GM,DIC, Officer-in-Charge, 
Sub DIC 
 

 
 
Any branch of United Bank 
of India in West Bengal(A/c 
No. 1096050101684) 
 
[One copy of proof of 
payment to be submitted 
along with application form] 
 
 
Application fee depends on 
the Gross Capital 
Investment on land, building 
and plant machinery of the 
project 
 
 
NOC is valid for 5(five) years 

 
Green & Orange(Medium 
Scale) and Red(Small & 
Medium Scale)(Other than 
EC attracting units) 

 
Regional Offices of WBPCB 
 
 
 
 

 
All EC attracting units 

 
EIM Cell of W.B.P.C.B. at 
Head Office 
 

 
Brickfield 

 
DL & LRO 
 

 
Stone Crusher 

 
BDO & SDO 
 

 

Category NOC issuing 
 authority 



CONSENT TO OPERATE 
 
Running units and the units starting operation after establishing as per NOC issued by the 
Board have to apply for consent to operate.  Depending upon the pollution and hazard potential 
of industrial activities, the industries are categorized as red, orange, green and exempted.  
There are siting restricting for red and orange category of industries.  The Board, considering 
compliance of environmental laws by the industry issues consent to operate to the industry 
 
 
 
[Consent to operate to be renewed periodically after expiry of previous certificate] 

Green (Small Scale) 
 

GM,DIC, Officer-in-Charge, 
Sub DIC 
 

 
 
Any branch of United Bank 
of India in West Bengal 
[One copy of proof of 
payment to be submitted 
along with application form] 
 
 
Application fee depends on 
the Gross Capital 
Investment on land, building 
and plant & machinery of the 
project 
 
Fees for consent to operate 
to be submitted at a time for 
 
Green – 7 years 
 
Orange – 5 Years 
Red – 3 Years 
 

 
Green (Medium Scale) 
Orange & Red(All Small & 
Medium Scale units other 
than EC attracting units) – 
Both Fresh and Renewal 

 
Regional Offices of WBPCB 
 
 
 
 

 
All EC attracting units - 
Fresh 

 
Circle offices of W.B.P.C.B.  
 

 
Brickfield 

 
DL & LRO 
 

 
Stone Crusher 

 
BDO & SDO 
 

For obtaining Consent to operate from the Board, the entrepreneurs are required to apply 
on line (http://emis.wbpcb.gov.in) in prescribed application form.  Some of the important 
documents required to be submitted along with the application form are as follows 
 
Documents required for CFO (Fresh) 
 

• Paid Bank Challan for depositing fees (3rd copy) 
• Any land related documents(rent agreement, rent receipt, land deed, porcha, lease 

documents as applicable 
• Gross Capital Investment Certificate(Self certified undertaking) 
• Self certified site plan/lay out with road map/route map 
• Project Report with details of emission, effluent, solid waste management plan, raw 

materials, finished products, manufacturing process including list of machinery 
• Copy of Consent to establish(NOC) Certificate(for fresh consent to operate 

applications) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Category C FO issuing authority Application fee to be 
submitted at 



Documents required for CFO (Renewal) 
 

• Paid Bank Challan for depositing fees (3rd copy) 
• Any land related documents(rent agreement, rent receipt, land deed, porcha, lease 

documents as applicable 
• Gross Capital Investment Certificate(Self certified undertaking) 
• Self certified site plan/lay out with road map/route map 
• Project Report with details of emission, effluent, solid waste management plan, raw 

materials, finished products, manufacturing process including list of machinery 
• Copy of Consent to establish(NOC)Certificate(for fresh consent to operate 

applications) 
• Paid challan for water cess(as applicable) 
• Status or compliance of previous direction/conditions, if any 
• Test Reports for emission/effluent(done within last one year) 

 
(A) Revised structure of application fee for ‘Consent to Establish’ and ‘Consent to 

Operate’ for all industrial  
units (other than health care establishment and ship breaking industry) 
 

 
Capital investment on land,  
building, Plant & Machinery 
(without depreciation) 
excluding capital 
investment 
on pollution control 
equipment  

Revised fee for ‘Consent to 
Establish) 

Revised fee for Consent to  
operate(Per Year) 

 
 

Spl.Red & 
Ord.Red 

 
 

Orange 

 
 

Green 

 
 

Spl.Red & 
Ord.Red 

 
 

Orange 

 
 

Green 

Upto Rs. 5 Lakh Rs. 400/- Rs. 250/- Rs. 150/- Rs. 850/- Rs. 500/- Rs. 250/- 
Above Rs. 5 Lakh to  
Rs. 10 Lakh 

Rs. 800/- Rs. 500/- Rs. 250/- Rs. 2150/- Rs. 1300/- Rs. 600/- 

Above Rs. 10 Lakh to 
 Rs. 25 Lakh 

Rs. 1650/- Rs. 1100/- Rs. 500/- Rs. 2900/- Rs. 1900/- Rs. 900/- 

Above Rs. 25 Lakh to  
Rs. 50 Lakh 

Rs. 3250/- Rs. 2200/- Rs. 1100/- Rs. 5800/- Rs. 3750/- Rs.1800/- 

Above Rs. 50 Lakh to  
Rs. 1 Crore 

Rs. 19500/- Rs. 11700/- Rs. 5450/- Rs. 9900/- Rs. 6500/- Rs.3250/- 

Above Rs. 1 Crore to 
 Rs. 1.5 Crore 

Rs. 27300/- Rs. 19500/- Rs. 8250/- Rs.20800/- Rs. 13000/- Rs.6500/- 

Above Rs.1.5 Crore to  
Rs. 5 Crore 

Rs. 36400/- Rs. 23400/- Rs. 10900/- Rs. 24700/- Rs. 16250/- Rs. 7800/- 

Above Rs. 5 Crore to  
Rs. 10 Crore 

0.1% of 
capital 

investment 

0.08% of 
capital 

investment 

0.065% of 
capital 

investment 

 
Rs. 65000/- 

 
Rs. 54600/- 

 
Rs. 42900/- 

 

Industrial Siting/Locational Policy in West Bengal 

 
A. Red category industries  

 
(a) Setting up of any Red category industry is not permitted within municipal areas of Kolkata 

Metropolitan Area (KMA) and within municipal areas of Burdwan district except Jamuria 

Industrial Estate. These can however be set up beyond the municipal areas of KMA and 

Burdwan district with adequate pollution abatement system subject to site clearance by 

local authority.  

 

(b) However, for Red category industry/industrial activity in following serial nos., the 

consideration for siting within municipal areas of KMA and municipal areas of Burdwan 

district is location specific and will be decided by the Board.  

 

 

 

 

 



Sl. No. Industry / Activity Type 

1 Airports and commercial air strips 

14 Common treatment and disposal facilities (CETP, effluent conveyance project, 

incinerator, MSW sanitary landfill site, STP only) 

25 Fly ash export, transport and disposal facilities 

26 Health care establishment (as defined in BMW Rules) 

27 Heavy engineering including ship building (with investment on plant and machinery 

more than 10 crores) 

28 Hot mix plants 

29 Hotels (3 star and above) and hotels having 100 rooms and above 

32 Industrial estates/parks/complexes/areas/export processing zones/SEZs/biotech 

parks/leather complex (only activities which do not attract siting restrictions) 

38 Isolated storage of hazardous chemicals (as per schedule of Manufacture, Storage and 

Import of Hazardous Chemicals Rules, 1989 as amended) 

48 Mineral stack yards/railway sidings 

50 New highway construction projects 

54 Oil and gas transportation pipeline 

65 Ports and harbours, jetties and dredging operations 

66 Power generation plants (applicable only for DG set of capacity >5 MVA) 

68 Railway locomotive workshops/integrated road transport workshop/authorised service 

centres 

70 Ship breaking activities 

 

(c) Diversification / modification / modernization / expansion of existing Red Category industry 

situated within the municipal boundaries of KMA is allowed on a case to case basis 

considering the location of industry, type of activity, environmental impact, environmental 

pollution management proposal for such activity. 

 

B. Orange category industries 

 

(a) Setting up of any Orange category industry is not permitted within Kolkata Municipal 

Corporation (KMC) and Howrah Municipal Corporation (HMC) areas (except industrial estates in 

KMC and HMC area). These can however be set up beyond the KMC and HMC areas and in 

industrial estates in KMC and HMC area with adequate pollution control measures subject to 

site clearance by local authority. Page 2 of 8 

 

(b)  However, for Orange category industry/industrial activity in following serial nos., the 

consideration for siting within KMC and HMC areas will be location specific and will be decided 

by the Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sl. No. Industry / Activity Type 

3 Automobile servicing, repairing and painting (excluding only fuel dispensing) 

8 Building and construction projects more than 20,000 sq.mtr. built up area 

11 Chilling plant, cold storage and ice making 

13 Coke briquetting (sun drying) 

15 Cutting, sizing and polishing of marble stones 

18 DG set of capacity >1 MVA but<5 MVA 

19 Digital printing on PVC 

20 Dismantling of rolling stocks (wagons/coaches) 

21  Dry cell battery (excluding manufacturing of electrodes) and assembling and charging 

of acid lead battery in micro scale 

23 Engineering and fabrication units (with investment on plant and machinery< 10 Crores) 

24  24 Excavation of sand from the river bed (excluding manual excavation)  

35  Only digital printing on flex, vinyl  

37  37 Hotels (less than 3 star) or hotels having >20 rooms and less than 100 rooms  

39 Infrastructure development project 

46 Mechanized laundry using oil fired boiler 

47 Modular wooden furniture from particle board, MDF, sawn timber etc., ceiling 

tiles/partition board from saw dust, wood chips etc. and other agricultural waste using 

synthetic adhesive resin, wooden box making 

49 Paint blending and mixing (ball mill) 

50 Pharmaceutical formulation and for R&D purpose (for sustained release / extended 

release of drugs only and not for commercial purpose) (applicable only for R&D 

purpose) 

51 Plyboard manufacturing (including vineer and laminate) with oil fired boiler/thermic 

fluid heater (without resin plant) 

 

 

(c) Activity under sl. no. 1 (Almirah, grill manufacturing) is not permitted in municipal areas of West 

Bengal. 

(d) Activity under sl. no. 58 (Repairing of electric motor and generator) and 71 (Transformer 

repairing/manufacturing) is not permitted in congested areas. 

(e) There is no restriction for allowing expansion of Orange Category of industries within KMC and 

HMC area without prejudice to any existing Order. 

 

  

 C. Green category industries 

 (a) Setting up of any Green category industry is permitted in any area of West Bengal with adequate 

pollution control measures subject to the site clearance by local authority.  

(b) However, for Green catego ry industry / industrial activity in following serial nos., the 

consideration for siting will be location specific and will be decided by the Board. 

 

Sl. No. Industry / Activity Type 

68   Poultry, hatchery, piggery 

75 Rubber goods industry (with baby boiler only) (excluding rubber goods industry without 

boiler) 

84 Synthetic detergent formulation (excluding units with capital investment on plant & 

machinery < Rs. 5 lakhs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



D. Exempted category industries  

(a) Industry / industrial activity mentioned in the Exempted category is permitted in any area in 

West Bengal subject to site clearance by local authority. (b) Industry / industrial activity mentioned 

in the Exempted category need not apply for either ‘Consent to Establish’ or ‘Consent to Operate’ 

from the Board. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 



 
Exempted Category 

Sl. No. Industry / Activity  Type  
1 Agarbati manufacturing and packaging 
2 Assembly of domestic electrical appliances, servicing and repairing 
3 Atta chakkis (wheat grinding) 
4 Auto emission testing centres 
5 Ball pen refill 
6 Bamboo and cane products (only dry operation) 
7 Biogas plant 
8 Black smithy (should not be allowed in congested areas) 
9 Boarding and lodging 
10 Book binding 
11 Cable TV network 
12 Candles manufacturing 
13 Colour/black and white studio 
14 Cushions/pillows and quilts manufacturing 
15 Cyber café 
16 Diesel generator sets (<15 KVA) sets for residential buildings, commercial buildings and health care organisation 
17 Gold and silver smithy (excluding purification/polishing with any acid and smelting operation) 

18 Handicraft products like conchshell, coconutshell, dokra, cane and bamboo products, baluchari saree, stone carving, 
wood carving, batik, sola work etc. 

19 Handloom weaving (without dyeing and bleaching) 
20 Handmade paper 

21 House hold decorative (interior and exterior) involving coloured artificial flowers, sola, palms, jute etc. (without dyeing and 
bleaching of flowers and other items) 

22 Building and construction projects upto 20,000 sq.mtr. built up area 
23 Leather cutting and stitching (less than or equal to 10 machines and without any motor) 
24 Leather footwear and leather products (excluding tanning and hide processing) (cottage scale only) 
25 Manual brass painting 
26 Manufacture of steel trunks and suitcases 
27 Manufacturing and packaging of 'alta' and packaging of 'sindoor' 
28 Manufacturing of umbrella (only assembling) 
29 Mushroom plantation and spawn 
30 Musical instrument manufacturing 
31 Optical frames 
32 Optical lens manufacturing (without furnace) 
33 Photo framing 
34 Plant tissue culture laboratory 
35 PP and PE bag (only cutting and sealing) 
36 Radio assembling, servicing and repairing work 
37 Repairing and servicing of bicycles, baby carriage and other non-motorised vehicles 
38 Repairing and servicing of electronic equipment 
39 Shoelace manufacturing 
40 Soft toys, wooden toys manufacturing (except electronic and mechanical toys) 
41 Software development for information and technology industry 
42 Sports goods manufacturing 
43 Storage and distribution of LPG cylinders less than threshold storage quantity at a time, as per rules 
44 Tailoring and garment stitching/garment and apparel manufacturing 
45 Tank calibration centre 
46 Weigh bridge (not manufacturing) 
47 Wooden block making for printing 
48 Xerox and photocopying 
49 Zari embroidery work 

 


